
GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 15th January, 2019, in the Parish Council Offices, Little Wakering Hall Lane, Great Wakering, SS3 0HH, commencing at 6.00 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors: D. Efde (Vice-Chair), P. Hitchman, R. Loding, L. Rodger and M. Sawyer (Chair).   
In attendance: -
S. Hyatt (Parish Clerk)
1. The Chair of the Committee to declare the meeting open.

Meeting declared open at 6.00pm.
2. To receive apologies for absence.

Apologies received from Councillors Brandon, Green, Flynn and invitee Councillor Steptoe.
3. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992

Declarations of interest received from Councillor Sawyer – Memorial Hall Secretary and pecuniary interest re Alexandra Road planning application. Councillor Hitchman declared a non-pecuniary interest in Alexandra Road planning application. Councillor Loding re allotments.
4. To agree as a correct record the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 17th December 2018.
Resolved that the minutes be accepted.
5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Great Wakering to address the Council.

Parishioners expressed concerns re Alexandra Road application.
Councillor Sawyer left the Meeting at 5.27pm.
6. To consider planning applications and to decide upon any response to the District Council:

a) 18/01115/FUL – Land rear of 3 to 45 Alexandra Road
Comment made to Rochford District Council as follows:
The Parish Council Planning Committee met today to discuss this application and the Meeting was attended by Parishioners who strongly objected to the application.
Throughout the application the site is stated as being brownfield, this is incorrect nurseries are considered agricultural not brownfield sites. 

The application also states that RDC do not have a development plan.
The main objections were access and the lack of parking spaces that are already causing issues down Alexandra Road with cars having to park on pavements blocking pedestrian access and the proposed plans would cause further loss of parking spaces. Residents of the High Street also use the road for parking as both roads suffer from a lack of off-road parking due to the age of the properties. 
Concern was expressed re visibility, splay and sight lines which may raise the risk of accident. It was felt the sweep of the kerb was too sharp reducing visibility and there was a lack of boundary with regards to the neighbouring drive.
Access throughout the road is also an issue as the road is narrow, inaccessible and already congested. It was felt there was a lack of adequacy in the plans re vehicles being able to turn. Refuse vehicles frequently struggle with access and there were concerns expressed with regard to emergency vehicles being able to access properties and the increase in traffic during construction and once development is habited.
It was also felt that the proposed development overcrowded the site with too great a density of housing per hectare and room space did not meet minimum. Development out of character with existing properties with a loss of light/privacy and overlooking to existing residents
          A resident expressed concerns re the siting of a sub-station (plot 25)     

          adjacent to their garden and objected to its placement.
          Residents also requested that any positioning of a workers hut if planning    

          was passed should not be sited adjacent to their properties.
An archaeological investigation is requested before works commence.
Residents asked the Parish Council to request that Planning Officers from Rochford attend the site to see these problems first hand.
The Parish Council would like to see further S106 funding going to Great Wakering recreation ground to add to currently agreed developer funding to further improve facilities.

Residents would also like it to be noted that the site had been totally cleared prior to the application being submitted and expressed concerns re loss of wildlife.

Councillor Sawyer re-joined the Meeting.
b) Any other planning applications received before the date of the  

    meeting.
    18/01130/FUL – 7 Brookside Avenue
Resolved that no comment be made.
7.  At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information relating to 

planning matters.

           Victoria Drive application discussed at previous Meeting had 

           been withdrawn.
           Barrow Hall Road left hand turn restriction removed.
8. To decide date and time of next meeting.  
 To be advised.                                                   Meeting Closed 6.49pm
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